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PRESIDENT’'S REPORT

The good, the bad and all in between will end in time.
So it iswith my two years as your president. Initialy, | did not
expect it to be easy, and | was not disappointed

WE SURVIVED (SORT OF)!

Norfolk, VA: 1991--425 attendees registered, | was co-
chair with Breezy Boren and Bob Butler (actually | was “go-
fer” for thesetwo). Largest and one of the best reunions we
have ever had.

Then there was Fayetteville, NC in 2013-- 30 registered
attendees, smallest ever and no accolades, | was president. |
accept responsibility.

| was ready to cancel the reunion. Nancy Solomon
volunteered to phone all members she could, for the newsl etter
with the registration information had not been mailed due to
illness of Elaine (Wilson Motors). At that timeonly 5 or 6
had registered. Dan Knickrehm got the hotel to extend the
cut off date and we proceeded.

The 43 Airlift Group welcomed us, helped in the tour
of Pope Field and Fort Bragg. Honored Ken’s Men and the
43" Bomb Group at the Air Force Birthday Ball. Thisannual
ball isatraditional event for all Air Force personnel.

The Ball was in one of the hangers and there were
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severa hundred in attendance. We were assigned seats at different tables and were introduced.
Col. Dan Tulley, CO and his staff were quite gracious. The music was great. | think Ed
Gammill is reporting on the tours else where in this publication. | ask our secretary to report
on the minutes of the General and Board Meetings.

The main attraction was the AF Ball. Our president elect Susan Lanson’s daughter was
being married in Australia at the same time as the Ball. Guess where Susan was and rightly so!

In my opinion having Susan as our president was the best thing that happened during my
term of office. If our association can be saved shewill doit! | understand that our 2014
Reunion will be at the George Mason University, Fairfax, VA (15 mileswest of DC). |
predict it will be agreat one. Let Susan know that we are Ready-Willing & Ableto help her in
any capacity.

Note to the attendees at Fayetteville. | apologize for my abruptness to many of you. |
was quiteill during the entire reunion. | was admitted to the hospital three day before the
reunion with Sepsis and discharge myself the first day of the reunion. | am recovering, but |

still have away to go. _
Bob Rcharc

lllllllll"lllﬂml !

Standing left to Right: Joseph L.Sosnowski, Flt, Engineer, Robert R. Richardson, Jr., Top Turret
Gunner, Athill W. Irvine, Radio Op., David Fishoff, Tail Gunner, Clifford L. McHenry, Nose
Gunner, John Klein, Radar Op., Kneeling L to R James F. Hampshire, Bombardier, Thomas J.
McCue, JR., Navigator, Edwin D. Pheasant, Co-Pilot, Rodger W. Little, Pilot. SAF, 43BG, 63SQ

Thanks Bob, you have served your country and the 43" Bomb Group Association (Ken's
Men) well!



SUSAN’'SFIRST REPORT

It iswith great pride that | write thisfirst President’ s report, the first not only from me
but from anon Veteran. Thisisan especially proud moment for me as | know what it took for
many of you to turn over thereins, even if only symbolically. | would like to thank you and
tell you that with the support of not only Bob Richardson, and Ed Gammill, and this years
fantastic Board of Directors, | will do my best to make sure you never feel that trust has been
misplaced.

Our outgoing President, Bob Richardson, is not only a dear personal friend of mine but
an amazing person who has taught me alot and who | hope will continue to do so. His
strength and guidance is needed and much appreciated. He has worked tirelessly for this
organization and I’m sure will continue to be involved as much as possible in the future.

As many of you know, | am the daughter of Leonard H. Clark, a pilot and commander
of the 403" Squadron and by war’s end, Group Operatlons officer

: . He went on to serve in both Korea and
: Vietnam, as many of you did, but again,
5 ® like many of you, never talking about it.
- Not until his death did | confirm what |
aready knew, what awonderful and brave
~ man hewas. Through a collections of
documents, artifacts, letters and
photographs, | pieced together the story of
| histimein WWII only to find arich
tapestry of human kindness and sacrifice. |
am not sure it is as common today.

This collection of my father’s
mementos from the Pacific became the
starting point for my campaign to preserve
the history of the 43 Bomb Group, with

that in mind, | went to George Mason
University. Convinced them to undertake a project never before done, which was a dedicated
siteto WWII in the Pacific Arena. Of course, where else would | start but with the 43*? This
isan act of love and will be an ongoing project for years to come. Giving us the opportunity
to write your history and those of the men like my father. | ask you all to participate in any
way possible, just one photo you alow usto scan can brighten someone'slife.
<Www.pacificairwar.org>

The next years reunion will be in Washington DC area, at the George Mason
University. | hope we can obtain even more interviews and atour of where this internet and
history magic takes place. | would love to hear from you and any suggestions you might have,
and of course, we will be looking for volunteers for a reunion committee or two!

| look forward to seeing you at the 2014 Reunion. The 2013 Reunion is an event that
only my daughter’ s wedding kept me from last year. These reunions are important! | believe
increasingly so, as we say goodbye to many through the years, goodbye to part of our family.
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In a broader sense we 43" members are afamily, forever bonded to each other because of a
singular event that left an indelible mark on the men who we love and that imprinted and
shaped our lives. Only our 43rd family understands why places like Mareeba, Nadzab,
Dobadura, 7 Mile, Owi, Clark Field and Le Shima evoke a response.

So in ending, please remember that we, this next generation, are only here because of
you. Thisisour heritage, thisiswho we are. This organization was built by you and isfor
you.

My promise to our veteransisthat the 43 BG and GMU site will always be a place

where your memories are preserved and honored.

Sean dark Langom

***x*THE FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA REUNIQN*****

September 17-My son and | arrived at the hotel after adrive from Raleigh to
Fayetteville under GPS directions from avery delightful nice lady! | was very impressed!

Unfortunately we arrive so late that the dinning room was closed. After going out and
finding the only thing open was afast food place in the process of closing! We returned to
the hotel with very poor sandwiches. Found the bar was in the process of closing.

Fortunately there were four drunks that were obviously friends of the lady bar tender.
They convinced her to at |east serve usabeer. Which she did and the drunks insisted they
pay! Had ahellvatime departing form them, for we had no desire of further drinking!

September 18-1 was up early, found the Wellington Room where our Memorabilia had
been setup by Dan and Roxanne. While the Registration Table was being set up, Bob and
Shirley Richardson, Dan and Roxanne Knickrehm and Nancy Solomon came in and we had a
great time talking and finishing the Meeting Room for our future activities. The remainder of
the day was spent welcoming our members. Nancy and Shirley deserveaBIG THANK YOU
for taking care of the registration activities during all 5 days!

*xxxxx*BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGH** ** % * % k% x %

At 7:00 PM, September 18, 2013, the 43 Bomb Group Association conducted it’s
annual Director’s meeting in the Wellington Room of the Holiday | nn Bordeaux, 1707
Owen Drive, Fayetteville, NC 28304.

ATTENDEES: Robert Richardson, President; Edward Gammill, Secretary; James
Dieffenderfer, 63 Squadron; Robert Cooper, 64" Squadron; Ralph Grubb, 64™ Squadron;
Sam Commons, 65" Squadron; James Eide, 65" Squadron; and Frederick Lloyd, 403"
Squadron Directors.

Members and guest: Dan Knickrehm, 2013 Reunion Sponsor, Powell Gammill,
Operator of the recorder; Nancy Solomon, Reunion HEL PER; John Dieffenderfer, Joe and
Sally Snyder.

President Richardson opened the meeting with awelcometo all. He outlined what he
hoped to accomplish and his desire to do so prompitly.

1- He asked for the reading of the 2012 Board Meeting minutes. A motion by Jim
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Dieffenderfer, that the minutes, as published in the January 2012 Newsl etter, be accepted.
The motion was second and passed with thanks from the Secretary.

2-Treasurer’s Report, “Bud” was unable to attend the reunion due to hiswife’'s health. “Bud”
transmitted the data to Bob Richardson, who submitted the Treasurer’s Report in the following
format.

TREASURER’S REPORT Sept. 28, 2012 --Aug. 30, 2013

Balance Aug. 30, 2012 $20,920.09
Members Dues Received 1,675.00
Caps sold at Dayton 160.00
Total 2275508
EXPENDURES
January 2013 News Letter -- -Printing & Postage 790.54
Publishing Elane Pierce 110.00
Secretary Office Expense 381.89
Treasurer Office Expense 170.00
2012 REUNION EXPENSES
Armed Forces Reunion Co. ' 590.17
Band & Taps on Sunday Gratuity 300.0
Scott Miller, (George Mason University) Travel Expense AUB0LTS
ADVANCE TO DAN KNICKREHM 2013 REUNION 5,000.00
TOTAL DISBURSED... ... .iconaunsie oo von s 3H0R0) y6boud 00 2087, 65085
ENDING BALANCE AUGUST 30, 2013 14,654.74

3-Dan Knickrehm reported the physical and financial status of the 2013 Fayetteville, NC
Reunion. Dan you and Roxanne did a wonderful job under very difficult circumstances. All
Kensmen say “WELL DONE”!

4--George Mason University—Data in their archivesis available for anyone who wishes to
review and useit. Scott Miller moved to the University of Virginia where he continues
working on his PHD.

5-The status of the 43" history book was discussed. Larry’sreply to my request for a status
report isincluded as and attachment to this newsletter.
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NEW BUSINESS
1-In view of the problem of maintaining a Board of Directors composed of two men from each
Squadron, areview of our BY LAWS revealed that dedication of adirector to asquadronsis
not arequirement. Therefore the following changeinthe BY LAWS; “Thebusinessof this
or ganization shall be managed by a Board of Directors consisting of the elected Officers
and seven (7) at large directorsappointed by the President.” will be presented to the
voting members during the General Meeting.”
2-Since thereis no longer a standing Nominating Committee, new Officers and Board
Members will be obtained by appointment and voluntary participation. The candidates will be
presented for approval by the voting membership during the General Meeting.
3-Our current financial situation requires termination of US Postal mailing the newsletter. A
letter will be sent to all members on the mail list informing of this decision. Also, you are
informed all newdletters from #1 thru the current issue are available on the Kensmen website
<http://www.kensmen.com/hewsletters.ntml> . The newsletters are listed by number and date.
4-The Membership Committeemen reported issuing two invitations, which resulted in the
addition of one new LIFE Associate member.

After the Board of Director’s Meeting, the evening was spent greeting the new arrivals,
discussing what had happened since the last reunion and more tall stories along with alittle
help from the bar!

September 19-After breakfast we gathered in the Memorabilia Room for the:

*************GENERAL M EETI NG*************

Minutes of the General Meeting@ 9:00 AM, Thursday, September 19, 2013 in the
Waellimgton Room, Holiday Inn Bordeaux, 1707 Owen Drive, Fayetteville, NC.

President Richardson called the meeting to order and welcome al members and guests
to the general meeting. Helead in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which, he reminded all
attendees of the restriction of voting privileges. Then he directed the various officers and
committeemen to report the past years activities.

REPORTS
1-A motion from the floor asked that the Minutes of the 2012 General Meeting, as published
in the January 2013 Newsletter, be accepted. The motion was approved and passed with
thanks from the Secretary.
2-Bob Richardson presented the Treasurer’ s report, which is presented above, in the Director’s
meeting minutes
3-Dan Knickrehm reported the reunion activities and the financia status. He reports that he
will return $3802 to our Treasurer. Dan, all Kensmen say “WELL DONE” and | will go on
record—All activities were well done and appreciated! Recognition of the 43" Bomb Group
during the Air Force Ball wasthe high spot of the reunion!
4-The Membership Committeeman reported the following status. Life Members-227,
Complimentary Members —117, Members whose dues are current-30 and 96 members whose
duesarein arrears. A total of 479 members.



<http://www.kensmen.com/hewsletters.html>

NEW BUSINESS
1-Those present expressed concern that, our Mail List was carrying many who were no longer
active. Therefore, amotion was presented, second and approved, that a letter be issued to all
members. The letter will inform everyone, on the Mail List, of the Boards direction to
eliminate the US mailing of the newdletter. The letter will also include instructions for
securing a newsl etter copy via our website. Bob and Shirley Richar dson prepared, published
and mailed this letter to every member listed on the mail listing. Your Secretary’s home
addressis utilized as the return address. Please review the attachment displaying our lost
members. If you have information, pertaining to anyone, send me a note via the e-mail
address or home address displayed in the INFORMATION paragraph.
2-The President announced Susan Clark Lanson as the candidate for President and asked for
nominations for Vice President. Nancy Solomon was nominated and seconded, the President
asked avote. Susan and Nancy were elected! The President then announced the appointment
of Secretary, Treasurer and the seven at large Directors.

The Board of Directors and Officers, for the year 2014, are presented on page 1 of this
Newsletter.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1-Larry Hickey’ s response to my request for a status report is presented as an attachment.
During some of our discussions Fred Hagen indicated that he intended to pay Larry avisit.
2-The 2014 Reunion is to be sponsored by Susan Lanson and Michael LaVean. The location
Is presented in Susan’s Report. Additional information will be in the April Newsletter.

After the General Meeting, Dan gave a brief preview and schedule of the coming
events. Signed copies of the book LAST MEN OUT by Bob Drury and Tom Clavin, which
tells of the final hoursin Vietnam, were given to all Kensmen..

Bob Drury also told of hisresearch for a new book about WWII. He interviewed
several Kensmen, during his visit, gathering data for this future book!.

Mar dell Haskinstold of her frlendshlp with Wade K ehr and of her interviews of
Wade, which have been s
published in four issues of
Southwest Aviation Report.

We had some free time
to do what ever we wished. In
the afternoon it was back in
Memorabilia Room for more
stories and taking advantage
of the bar.

September 20-We
traveled to Pope Army
Airfield . Thefirst stop wasa
tour of the Airpark where a
collection of many cargo Sl
aircraft, that served from WWII




to the present, were on display.

The first event was the presentation of an
encased Flag with plague, to President Richardsonin
recognition of the “ 43" BG faithful and honorable
serviceto the USAF”. The plague stated “ The Flag
was flown over Pope Army Air Field. Fort Bragg,
North Carolina on September 18, 2013 at the request
of the Commander of the 43 Airlift Group.” Itis
now on display in the 43 AG Headquarters Building. |

During this tour a very nice young lady became
my guide and assistant. She was a Senior Master 3
Sergeant (seven stripes) and very pregnant!

Much has changed since this

§ WWII Master Sergeant (six stripes)

| wasdischarged. | enjoyed my visit

with her and appreciated her assistance

and information. Unfortunately, |

- failed to obtain her name or a means of

- communicating later. | wish to thank

- her for being my helper

Next we visited the Jay Zeamer

ﬁ Headquarters Building, named in

.. honor our Medal of Honor Recipient!

. Weobserved displays of 43" Bomb
B o Group data and memorabiliain the

lobby and hall ways as we walked to our meeting with the 43 Airlift Group (43 AG)

Commanding Officer.

He gave a briefing on the
missions, personnel and history of
the 43 AG. Following his
presentation, we assembled in one
of the 43" AG facilities where
severa officers and enlisted men
told and demonstrated what and
how they supported the airborne
divisions. They were very
respectful, well trained,
knowledgeable and spoke very
well. We can be very proud of
these young men and women who
Serve our country.




When we returned,, Michael Futch, staff writer for The Fayetteville Observer,
interviewed Bob Richardson, Ralph Grubbs, Robert Cooper, Jim Dieffenderfer, John
Dieffenderfer, Garrett Minnick, James Edie, Steve Edie and Dan Knickrehm. Hisarticleis
an attachment.

In the evening, we attended the 66™ Air Force Ball, an annual event to celebrate Air
ForceBirthday. The ball was held a hanger, with a C130 aircraft parked in the open door.

[
&

An elevated stage was directly in front of the aircraft and a band was to the right and in
front of the stage. Thefloor of the hanger was arranged with rows of round tables which seated
eight guest. A card identified who was assigned to atable. It was arranged so there were only
two Ken'sMen at atable. | imagine, this was to have more exposure and contact with Air
Force personnel, in lieu of our being in a couple of the tables and doing nothing, but talking to
each other.

To give you an idea of the arrangement, | wasin Row 8, Table 33. To my left was my
Ken's Men companion, Victoria Calder, Jm Eide s daughter. She did not sit with Jim, for the
folks who setup the seating arrangement did not know of their relationship due to her married
name. My good fortune!

Continuing around the table, a Colonel and his wife was to the left of Victoria, directly
across from me, an AF S/Sgt with her civilian husband and to my right amarried couple, both
AF S/Sgts. A good group and we had good conversations. | was very surprised that the
Colonel appeared so young, when | comment on this, | found that he had more than 20 yearsin
service! When you are approaching 92 years, everyone is young!
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As the program progressed, the 43" Bomb Group (H), 5" AF “Ken’sMen” was
introduced as the honored unit! Recognition of the 43 Bomb Group was via photographs and
data displayed on alarge/long panel.

Fredrick and Nancy reviewing a portion of the Ken’s Men Display

Ken’s Men participated in some of the activities. As the oldest 43 member present, Jim
Dieffenderfer was invited to cut the AF Birthday cake, which he and the youngest Airman
present did with a ceremonial saber! Every one enjoyed cake, wished and sang Happy
Birthday to the United States Air Force!

The next activity, which | understand is annual event. All who had served over seasin
foreign wars from Afghanistan to WWI11 were asked to stand. Then we were asked to set
downin reverse order, all North African Campaigns, Vietnam, Korea and finally WWII.

So few WWII veterans and so scattered! | am sure all felt, as| did, lonely and with teary
eyed! The applause was long and load. It is an emotional/beautiful traditional program! Dan,
Roxanne and 43Airlift Group, for giving all Ken'sMen “ONE SHINING MOMENT” anda
wonderful night. THANKS

September 21- After breakfast we attended the 82 Airborne Museum. The outdoor
display was many aircraft that had been used in their operations. Aswe walked toward the
museum entrance there were several displays of well known operations. One was an enclosed
model of the church during the Ste. Marie Eglise mission that made history in the movie“The
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Longest Day” when Red Buttons parachute became entangled in the church tower.

The museum had an excellent display of 82 Airborne Division missions, uniforms, arms
and equipment use during many missions.

At noon we visited a modern, what we called “M ess Hall” —-man has this changed!
First, itiscaled “Dining Facility” and it don't smell likeaMess Hall! Second, it is cafeteria
style with several serving lines with different foods. Third, tables with chairs in rooms away
from al of the noise. If you remember sometimes we were lucky to have picnic type tables with
attached benches and Fourth, you have to pay for your chow!

It appears that this a subcontracted operation. No Kitchen Police (KP) for today’ s goof
offs! | do not know what a Squadron Commander does for punishment, dreaded KP, guard duty
and latrine duty were the prime punishment for those who did minor transgression years ago.

Also, nearby there were two very large buildings that we would have called Barracks.
The living quarter now are more like very large dor mitories.

After lunch, we traveled to downtown Fayetteville to tour the Airbor ne and Special
Operations Museum. An excellent museum that includes displays of their equipment and
operations from WWII to the present.

We returned to the hotel and settled in for more tall tales, some snacks and drinks from
Jimmie Dee' s open bar! Once again there was many stories about 43" things, There was so
much interest in the Queen Mary trip, that | had the opportunity to tell it one moretime! The
evening ended on a good note as we made final plans tor the Memorial Service.

September 22-President Richardson initiate the Memorial Service by greeting the
members and visitors.

The Invocation was followed by posting of the Color s, performed by the Pope Field
Honor Guard-- SSgt. Gabriel A. Rosa, SSgt. Wilfordo P. Godreau, SrA William J. Wilson
Jr.and SrA Brando N. Mabee. Nancy Solomon lead the singing of the National Anthem.

Reading the names of our friends and members who have left us this past year was; Ed
Gammill-63rd Squadron, Robert Cooper—64th Squadron, Jim Edie-65th Squadron and Joe
Snyder—403rd Squadron.

63" SQUADRON 64" SQUADRON 65" SQUADRON 403" SQUADRON

Roy L. Perry, Jr. Arvid Houglum Bethel F. Ray Iliene Brack Leaman

Roger E. Vargas Shirley Arabinko Raymond C. Hoftman Wife of Douglas

James J. Conway Wife of Nicholas  James A. Ottinger Thomas Daubert
John Q. McCabe Francis Tucher Harold G. Thompson

Tracy’s Father Douglas Leaman
Lewis H. Daws
HDQRS James L.. Harcrow

Fred C. Cooke

Nancy sang How Great Thou Art. SSgt Gabriel Rosa gave a beautiful rendition of
TAPS. Nancy lead al in singing, God Bless Americato close the Memorial Service. The rest
of the day was saying “good byes’ and heading home.
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Dan, al Kensmen say “WELL DONE” and | will go on record—All activities were
excellent and appreciated! Recognition of the 43" Bomb Group during the Air Force Ball
was the high spot of the reunion!

My son, Bob Cooper and | remained until Monday. Sunday evening we decided to try a
local micro brewery. So with help of GPS, we traveled to the Mash House Brewery &
Chophouse.

We enter alarge rustic building with a brewery
— : atmosphere. A waiter took an order for three Samplers
of their beer.
: éﬂiﬁ? &}jﬁ.?ﬁfgg ‘ We were served 3 beautiful reels, each with ten 4
ounce glasses. Each glass contained one of Mash
om—— House beers! There was much tasting and comments.
-------- Some good and some not so good, but plenty of beer for
themeal. All was very good, except Bob's baked
potato was not what he expected. We still do not know

PERFECTION BY THE PLATE,

PARADISE BY THE PINT. |, it was prepared!
: o Roan | Faversvicie, NC the Raleigh airport. Along the way, the nice female
So e e voice on the GPS directed us as she had done on the trip

to Fayetteville. Thisold sliderule engineer sat there
laughed and was totally amazed as she informed us that the freeway was closed due to
construction. She directed usto atwo lane country road. We saw some very beautiful country
and received irritated instruction from our guide whenever awrong turn was made!  She finally
directed us back onto the freeway and the trip was compl eted.
The flight back home was uneventful. My 43" Patch did not attract a complimentary Jack
Danielsasit did last year.

****EDITOR’'SAND MEMBER'S REPORT S****

You cannot hedp the poor by destroying the rich.

You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.
You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.
You cannot lift the wage earner up by pulling the wage payer
down.

You cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting class
hatred.
You cannot build character and courage by taking away people's
initiative and independence.
You cannot help people permanently by doing for them, what they
could and should do for themselves.
... Abraham Lincoln
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| apologize to those who receive the newsletter by US Mail. | mailed the July Newsletter to
Elain, July 16, 2013. | did not realize, that you were not receiving it, until | received complaints!
After | sent Elain four requests for a status report, without a response, | asked Nancy Solomon to
phone and talk to Elain.

Nancy found that Elain is no longer able to perform the service she has been doing for so
many years. | sent the following to Elain.

Dear Elain, Nancy reportsthat you can no longer beresponsible for the publishing
and mailing the newsdletter. You have served the 43rd Bomb Group Association sincethe
very beginning. Since Bill Wilson and several other Kensmen found the association in 1981,
you have been what Bill called our ELF! You have performed many tasks. | have enjoyed
wor king with you on the Newsdletter. | hopeyou attain better health and please keep in
touch.

| will try very hard, at the 2013 Reunion, to find a replacement. In the meantime will
you send the following to me.

1-Advice on the best method of staying on top of thistask.
2-An up-dated mailing list. Ed
To all members, please note that you can read or download any Newsdletter by logging

Onto;http:llwww.kensmen.corn/newsl etters.html ----Thisisthe URL where the newd etters
are located on the website. All a person, has to do, is type that into the browser window to find
the page with all of the newsdletters. Follow theseinstructionsto easily obtain 43rd Bomb
Group Association's newsettersfrom #-1 thru the current issue. At the 2011 Board of
Directors Meeting amotion, to place a 5 year limit on non payment of dues, was passed!
Please review your present dues payment status. WARNING—If you have not paid your
dues since 2009, you will be removed from the membership roster. It isnot the Board’s
wishes to remove anyone, but we must take care of our finances

Garrett Minnick, 64™ Squadron,
¥ Medic, whois 98, had the largest number
il of attendees at the 2013 Reunion.

Four generations of his family!
Garrett, his son, daughter and
granddaughter! Garrett, we will seeyou in
2014 in the Washington, DC area!
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October 24, | received thise-mail: “Hi All, Mom and Dad don’t get on the computer any
more. So please contact them by phone or letter. Roger and Audrey Kettleson 8374 Capovilla
Ave #257, Las Vegas, NV 39113 Phone (702) 363-2824" They would love hearing from you.

Konnk

Roger and Audrey, 64" Squadron, Pilot have served the Association as President and
sponsors of reunions.

November 2, a note from Nancy—"Here is the new address for Charles“Mac”

McClenny, 8501 Lull Water Drive Apt # 3213, Dallas, TX 75238

An e-mail dated October 20 from Sharon Perry, daughter-in-law of Malcolm Perry, 63
Squadron: “l was looking at some family pictures which prompted me to do a Google Query
based on information written on the bottom of a picture taken during WWII. In going through the
results, | stumbled upon the “Kensmen” website and found a picture of my father-in-law.

“The picture is located in the 63 Squadron Briefing Room. My father-in-law SSgt

Malcolm W. Perry, is standing in the back row, 2™ from the left. Heislisted as*“unknown
(possibly SSgt Peptune). “Dad Perry died November 24, 1998; he was born May 1917.”

Saron Pary

A note from “Bud” Lawson—"*Dear Eldon, Enclosed is my check in the amount of $40 for
both 2013 and 2014 dues.
“| always seem t forget to pay so thiswill at least for once put me ahead!”
Best Wishes,

Cna E Dais

A message from Jim Cherkauer: “1 am going by memory, but it ssemsto me that it was
about 3 years ago, when we lost Russ Burnett’ s address.

“Y esterday, with the help of Lucille Tatro, | was given by her his address. It seems that
Reg and Lucille have a nephew in Massachusetts and he ran into Russ's daughter and asked for
Russ's address. Then, he visited Russ and reports that Russ seemsto be in fairly good shape and
they talked for a spell.

“Hereisthe new address. Russ Burnett, Charlene Manor, Colrain Road, Greenfield,

MA 01301"
Jn C

December 19, a note from Chuck Raush: “I have been busy this year, but have everything
under control for now. Presently, | amin Muscatine having back treatments for a problem
between vertebras 11 and 12. Within the past couple weeks, I’ ve had heart stents, heart valve
replacement, a pace maker and gall bladder removed.

“I think thisislike fixing and old car. All apart of old age, but | will win! I'll return to
Punta Gordain January.” Hope you have a blessed Christmas.

Cuk
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*****************M EM ORIALSk*****************

29July, an e-mail form Tracy informing of the passing of Roger E. Vargas, 63™
Squadron, Navigator .

Sharon Maggio and Karen Nidey, daughters of L ewis H. Daws, 65" Squadron,
Aircraft Maintenance wrote: “It iswith heavy hearts that we have to report to you the passing
of our father, on August 1, 2013. He was able to attend some of your reunions in the past and
spoke fondly of them. He spoke of histime with you during WWI1 with pride and nostalgia’.

Saron and Kan

Lt. Col. R. J. Harcrow, Ret. reports the death of hisfather James L. Har crow, 65
Squadron, Pilot. Jim served as a Director for the 65" Squadron for several years. | remember
Jm and his son having a great time at the 2010 Reunion in Lake Buena Vista, FL.

12 September, an e-mail from Pam Scheel, reporting the death of her father, Fred C.
Cooke, 65" Squadron, Navigator.

19 September, a note from Betsy Floit: “Found your book among my father’s
possessions. Francis X. Labie, 64™ Squadron, 43'* Bomb Group has passed away”.

Bitsy Hoit

A notefromVonnie Landt: “I am writing to inform you of the death of John Landt,
63'Y Squadron, Bombardier. He was my father-in-law and a member of the 43" Bomb Group
Association.

“1 opened the letter you sent about the online Newsl etter and request that you remove his
name from your mailing list. 1 am not sure if he had an e-mail address filed with you, if so,

please remove it aswell.
“It iswonderful that the Group has an ongoing association with active members. You

are agreat Group!” Vonnb (MS I\/kh&l) Lmdt

6November, a message on our website: “Gentlemen: | write to advise you that my father,
S/Sgt Edward J. O'Brien, Jr., 63" Squadron, Assistant Flight Engineer and Life member
died herein West Chester, PA on Sunday, September 8, 2013.

“He was happy as akid on Christmas morning when | was able to bring him, some years
ago, to the 43rd’ s Reunion in Blue Bell, PA. 1 think aside from his marriage to my Mom, who
predeceased him, Dad’ s service in the 43" was the peak experience of hislife. Hisinterestin
flight was with him from childhood to the end. | closed my eulogy at his Funeral Mass with the
poem “High Flight” noted on your website.

“He was buried beside my Mom at the New Jersey Veterans Cemetery in Arneytown.
Thank all of you for your service and the support you gave one another while defending our

beloved country.” Ej O BH\

12 November, in response to our investigation of Mail List addresses: “It iswith great
regret, that | inform you that my husband Weldon (Don) Y ost, 65" Squadron, Pilot passed
away January 1, 2013.
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“I am now living aretirement home and near our children. Some are in Colorado and a
daughter livesin Phoenix. Thank you for your correspondence.
Sincerely,

A telephone call from Chuck Raush reported the death of Robert E. Ostrander, 64
Squadron, Navigator .

A December 9 entry on the Kensmen website, by Mark Feldbin, reported the death of
Mario Bar sotti, 64" Squadron, Radio/Gunner.

*****************SENI OR M OM ENTS\—***************
Whew! What arelief to learn this......

Ever walk into aroom with some purpose in mind, only to completely forget what that
purpose was? Turns out, doors themselves are to blame for these strange memory lapses!

Psychologists at McGill University in Montreal have discovered that passing through a
doorway triggers what’s known as an event boundary in the mind, separating one set of
thoughts and memories from the next. Y our brain files away the thoughts you had in the
previous room and prepares a blank slate for the new locale.

Thanks goodness for studies like this. It’snot our age, it’s that damn door!

Loud Music

Life just gets better as you get older, doesn't it? | wasin a Starbucks Coffee shop recently
when my stomach started rumbling, and | realized that | desperately needed to fart. The place
was packed, but the music wasreally loud. So to get relief and reduce embarrassment | timed
my facts to the beat of the music. After a couple of songs | started to feel much better. |
finished my coffee and noticed that everyone was staring at me

| suddenly remembered that | was listening to my Ipod.
Thisiswhat happens when old people start using technology.

The happiest of people don't necessarily have the best of everything.
They just make the most of everything they have.
So Liveit up, Laugh loudly, & Love deeply

****************43rd HUM OR*************

From Max Axelsen

Woody was a single guy living with his father and working in the family business.
When he found out he was going to inherit a fortune when his sickly father died, WWoody
decided he needed a wife with whom to share his fortune and future.

One evening at an investment meeting, he spotted the most beautiful woman he had ever
seen. Her natural beauty took his breath away. Woody told her, “I may look like just and
ordinary man, but in just afew years, my father will die, and I’ [l inherit 35 million dollars.”

Impressed, the woman obtained Woody’ s business card, and in just three days later she
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became his stepmother! WWomen are so much better at estate planning than men.
From Bob Cooper

Little Johnny Again!

A Baptist pastor was presenting a children’s sermon when he asked the children if they
knew what the resurrection was. Now, asking questions during children’s sermons are
important, but at the same time children questionsin front of a congregation can also be
dangerous.

Having asked the children if they knew the meaning of the resurrection, little Johnny
raised his hand------ The Pastor called on him and little Johnny said, “1 know that if you have a
resurrection that lasts more than four hours you are supposed to call the doctor.”

It took over ten minutes for the congregation to settle down enough for the serviceto
continue!

****************I NFORM ATI ON***************

This newsdletter is published four times ayear - January, April, July and October.
Please send member ship applications and dues paymentsto Edward L. Gammill, 5337 E.
Earll Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85018-8045.

When making dues payments only, send payments directly to Eldon “Bud” Lawson,
23942 Wolf Road, Bay Village, OH 44140-2857. Remember that annual dues are $20.00 per
year.

Send items for the Newsdletter to Ed Gammill at the US Mail address above or viae-
mail to Edgammill@aol.com. Any material receive after the 15" of the month prior to a
publication month probably will not appear in that publication.

***************ATTACHM ENTSk************
1-2013 Reunion Attendees
2-Steve Edie sreview of the 2013 Reunion
3-66th AIR FORCE BALL Program--4 pages
4-Michael Futch’sreport about the 43 BG reunion
5-Larry Hickey’'slatest and CANNOT BE FOUND
6- Obituary —6 Pages

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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63" SQUADRON

Edward Gammill
Powell Gammill
Jim Dieffenderfer
John Dieffenderfer
Shirley Richardson
Robert Richardson
Alfred Hagen

43" AIRLIFT
GROUP
Dan Knickrehm

Roxanne
Knickrehm

REUNION ATTENDANCE

64™ SQUADRON

Robert W. Cooper
Dan Grubb

Ralph Grubb
Garrett Minnick
Sally J. Mitchell
James M. Mitchell
Marla K. Gornall

AUTHORS
Bob Drury
Mardell Haskins

REPORTER
Michael Futch
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65" SQUADRON

Don Williams
Beccie Phillips
Jim Eide

Steve Eide
Victoria Calder
Sam Commons

Donna Marchese
Amy Nally

403“SQUADRON

Nancy Solomon
Rick Lloyd

Joe Snyder
Sally Snyder
Wade T. Kehr
Lucia Di
Mardell Haskins



--------- Forwarded message --——--—
From: Steve <stevan.eide@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Sep 23, 2013 at 11:09 AM
Subject: World War Il Reunion

To:

This year the 43rd Bombardment Group annual reunion was held in Fayetteville, North Carolina, home of Fort
Bragg and Pope Field from September 18 through September 22. The 43rd Airlift Wing supporting the 82nd Army
Airborne and Special Forces (Rangers) is based there. The 43rd Airlift Wing is the successor to the 43rd
Bombardment Group.

There were 13 World War Il Army Air Corp veterans attending with family and friends. The 43rd Bomb Group was
known as "Ken's Men" after their commander, George Kenney. The website for the group is http://kensmen.com/

Author Robert (Bob) F. X. Drury (Amazon link) spoke to the group about a book he and his partner Tom Clavin will
be writing about Ken's Men. It will be published by Simon and Schuster and expected in about two years. | read
their last book, "Last Men Out" and found it very good. | recommend it if you want an "on the ground" narrative of
the last eleven U.S. Marines taken from the.embassy roof in Saigon as 150,000 North Vietnamese captured the
city. It is an amazing story of the Marines who greatly contributed to saving almost 400 Americans and thousands
of Vietnamese at risk of because of their association with the U.S.

The reunion group attended the annual formal Air Force Ball commemorating the founding of the U.S. Air Force in
1947. The World War |l vets were honored and many of the young military men and women had conversations
with them at their dinner tables. The ball was held in a nicely decorated hanger at Pope with open hanger doors
on a beautiful North Carolina evening. A C130 was parked at the hanger entrance with a huge American flag
gently moving with the light breeze over the Hercules. The walls were hung with parachute type fabric and World
War |l posters were all over the walls. About 600 finely dressed people attended and the dinner was very good.

We also visited two wonderful military museums while in Fayetteville. Link and link.
While at the Airborne and Special Operations museum in Fayetteville the group was interviewed by a reporter
from the Fayetteville Observer. Article link

The group assembled on Saturday night for "story time" where the veterans shared some of their many stories
with all of us. We had some good laughs at some of the stories. Other stories gave me a greater understanding of
what these men did so long ago and so far away from home.

Sunday morning's memorial service featured an honor guard from Fort Bragg presenting the colors. We also
heard a moving singing performance by Nancy S. Each 43rd squadron (63rd, 64th, 65th, and 403rd) had a
reading of the names of their fellow squadron members who passed away during the previous year. The memorial
ended with a solemn playing of taps by the honor guard bugler.

Next year's expected reunion will be near Washington, D.C. hosted by George Mason University where many of
the historical records and current interviews of the 43rd Bomb Group reside. link

We have Dan Knickrehm (43rd Airlift Wing Historian) and his wife Roxanne to thank for putting it all together for us
and making sure we had a memorable experience.

Dan also laboriously worked with military archivists to finally declassify thousands of pages of 43rd Bomb Group
records and official accounts relating to the Group's World War I activities. The records were on microfiche and after
they were removed from "Top Secret" status, they needed to be scanned to digitize them. He also needed to go
through the Freedom of Information protocols to be allowed to copy these digitized records. Dan then made DVD

copies and gave them to all of us at the reunion. There are about 7,000 pages of records including photos. Amazing
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The Fayetteville Observer 22 Sep 2013

World War II airmen meet again

13 members of the 43rd Bomb Group
are in Fayetteville this weekend

B8y Michael Futch

staff writer

In 1991, 600 veterans attended the re-
mion of the highly decorated 5th Army
Air Force's 43rd Bomb Group (H).

Only 13 men were on hand for the
jroup’'s 33rd reunion, being held in
Tayetteville through today.

The unit’'s airmen are dwindling in
wmbers, just like the nation’s other ser-
7ice members who fought in World War
I and returned home. Wilmington's Bob
Richardson, who is president of the 43rd
3omb Group Association, said he's un-
rertain just how many of the group’s
reterans are still living.

“When you get older, this is life.
Jeath is life, really,” he said. “Death is
1 natural thing.”

who came together for the five-day re-
union. Garrett Minnick, a former medic,
is the oldest at 98.

On Saturday afternoon, this busload
of slow-and-easy-moving vets and fam-
ily members stopped downtown at the
Airborne & Special Operations Museum
to revisit the past. Today, at the Holiday
Inn Bordeaux, the 43rd Bomb Group will
hold a memorial ceremony honoring
those who have died since the last re-
union.

“They wonder if they want to contin-
ue to do reunions,” said Dan Knickrehm,
the historian for Fort Bragg Pope
Field's 43rd Airlift Group.

The 43rd Airlift Group traces its
roots back to the 43rd Bombardment
Group (Heavy), which was activated
Jan. 15, 1941, at Langley Field, Va. The

Bob
Richardson
of the 43rd
Bombardmer
Group talks
about his
group's
history and
service in
World War 1
during a tour
Saturday at
the Airborne
& Special
Operations
Museum.

Staff photo by
Marcus Castro

Richardson is 87 and the youngest
reteran in this band of bomber brothers

Reunion

_:rom Page 1B

mit operated primarily in the southwest
Pacific Theater as a B-17 Flying Fortress
ind, later, a B-24 Liberator heavy bomber
mit assigned to the Fifth Air Force.

“They sank lots of ships, and lots of
Japanese were lost,” Knickrehm said.

One of two heavy bombardment groups
n Gen. Douglas MacArthur's Fifth Air
force, the 43rd carried the war to the
Japanese at places such as Salamaua, Lae,
dansa Bay, Wewak and Rabaul. The group
sarticipated in the watershed Battle of the
Bismarck Sea, preventing Japanese troops
‘rom being re-supplied from Rabaul.

“These guys came in and helped the in-
‘antrymen (all along the north coast of
New Guinea),” he said. “It turned the tide
n the Pacific.”

Whenever he explains to someone that
‘he group of elderly men he's accompany-
ng in Fayetteville is a bunch of World War
[I veterans, Knickrehm said, “There’s im-
mediate respect.”

Jimmie Dieffenderfer, 93, came to the re-
mion with his son, John. Because he tends to
ire easily, the older Dieffenderfer was using
1 three-wheeled stroller to get around.

“I like seeing these old guys. I get a
so0d feeling being around the guys,” he
;aid, as he perused some of the wall dis-
’lays inside the museum.

After obtaining his pilot’s license in
1940, Dieffenderfer participated in the
Civilian Pilot Training Program created
>y President Franklin Roosevelt in 1938.
Jnly a few months after graduating from
he flying school in March 1942, he said he
was “shot up pretty bad” on his first mis-
sion.

A pilot, he flew both B-17s and B-24s.

Son John has followed in his father's
‘ootsteps.

He's a veteran and an airline pilot, and

1e flew down from his home in Alaska to ~

sick up his father in Orlando, Fla., for the
-eunion.

James Eide, who turns 90 on Oct. 2, said
1e appreciates the opportunity to spend

_. ,See REUNION, Page 48

time with his comrades. “Some of the peo-
ple, we were together. 1 served with
them,” he said.

Eide, who is from Minnesota, held the
position of nose turret gunner when he
took to the dangerous skies. He went to
war at age 18, serving from August 1942
through September 1945.

Common bond

His son, Steve, said his father and the
other veterans in the group share a com-
mon bond that others can’t completely un-
derstand.

“He can speak their language,” Steve
Eide said. “They can speak the language
back.”

24

Ralph Grubbs, left, and
Robert W. Cooper, from
the 43rd Bombardment
Group, talk during a
tour at the Airborne &
Special Operations
Museum on Saturday.
Grubbs was a tail
gunner for Cooper, who
was a pilot in a B-24
during World War Il.

Staff photo by Marcus Castro

As long as the 43rd Bomb Group con-
tinues to hold reunions, James Eide said,
he will continue coming.

Knickrehm said the 43rd’s history is
worth keeping alive. And that, he noted,
was a primary reason behind the establish-
ment of the 43rd Bomb Group Associa-
tion.

“I think the World War II veterans are
dying a thousand a day,” said John
Dieffenderfer. “Each day I get to spend
with my dad, I cherish. There are men who
won the war against tyranny. Dad says the
ones who didn’t come back are the heroes.
I think they are all heroes.”

Staff writer Michael Futch can be reached at
futchm@fayobserver.com or 486-3529.



Subj: Update on 43rd History

Date: 9/11/2013 12:17:29 A.M. US Mountain Standard Time
From: larry@irandpcorp.com

To: Edgammill@aol.com

CC: madison@irandpcorp.com

Ed,

It's 1 AM and I'm exhausted. We finished editing another chapter in the 43rd project today, and are in an intense
effort to get Vol | to the printer within the next few weeks. Tomorrow evening, a top expert on the SWPA air war is
flying in from the East Coast and will be staying here at my home for the next ten days to make sure that all our
photos are finalized that will go into that volume. By early next week, | expect to have a hard date for publication
later this year. I've recently hired a new editor, Madison Jonas, to take the final text, which has been completed, to
digital press ready. He will be your direct liaison through this final process and will keep you fully apprized of the
progress of the final steps to publication. Next week he'll begin sending you copies of all the chapter material in
Vol |, to do a final read through for us. You may share these with anyone in your association who may wish to
help with our final read through.

You will hear from him as early as tomorrow to begin coordinating with you as we go to press. Many things to
arrange at that point as far as distribution, and how we handle copies for people who are no longer with us. I'll be
settling those details directly with you myself.

All for now.

Larry Hickey

CANNOT BE FOUND!

Rocco J. Arruzzo, Alice Barnes, William M. Browne, Jr., George Bruhoe,
Andrew Burochonock, Carl Cramer, H T “Doug” Craig Jr, John B Crosby,
Cleston Drown, Charlotte Fischer, James R Friell, Eleanor Greenfield,

Maurice Hesterman, Noelle Holohan, Scott Kirby, Lucian Konopa, Alan B.
Matisoff,

Joubert S McCrea Jr, Jeanette Melick, Dolly Miller, Bernadine Mlnarik,
Clara Moody, Mildred Murari, Mickey Murphy, Madge Niece, Dorthy C
Nunge, Melvin F. Schroeder, Dolly Sokora, Claire Spence, Jack H. Strange,
Johanna Troccia, Hazel Taff, Ernest Wells, Edwin Wojdak, Ruth Wollin,
Robert G. Yeck, Buckley Zeigler,

IF YOU HAVE INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THESE MEMBERS,
PLEASE SEND A MESSAGE TO YOUR SECRETARY!]
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James L. Harcrow

1917

James L. Harcrow, Lt.
Col. U.S. Air Force (Ret.),
95, of Fort Walton Beach,
Fla., passed away at a local
hospital on Feb. 12.
He was born Nov. 21,

1917, in Ennis, aircraft.

Texas, to J. Linsey He loved Fort
and Iva Harcrow. Walton Beach, Fla.
He has lived in the Heis

community since predeceased by
1968, was an avid ] both his parents;
goller, and was JAMES L. his wife of 53 years,
Baptist by faith HARCROW  Roberta J. Harcrow;
and a member of and his sister,

the First Baptist Church Lennie Muchow. Survivors
of Fort Walton Beach. include his brother,

He honorably served his Jimmy-Harcrow (Mary)
country, while in the Air of Dallas, Texas; sister-iri- ~

Force for 28 years; retiring
as a lieutenant colonel. He
was a veteran of WWII and
a lifetime Mason.

He graduated from the
Aviation Cadet program of
the Army Air Corps in May
'41, and was sent to Hemet
Field, Calif,, then Moffett
Field, Calif., where he got
his wings. He checked
out in the B-17 at Davis-
Montham Air Force Base,

. -Ariz., and immediately was
sent to California to pick
up a brand new B-17 and
fly it to Australia, where he
entered combat.

He flew 56 combat
missions in the B-17 and
logged 325 combat hours
over Rabaul Harbor;
during the Battle of the
Bismarck Sea, to name
a few. He was awarded
three Distinguished Flying
Crosses and four Air
Medals during this tour.

At the end of his tour,
he returned to the States
and checked out in the
B-29 and instructed in that
aircraft. At the end of the
Pacific War, he was sent
to Japan as part of the
military occupation and
governing command. He
later returned for a second
tour.

2013

Material Command.

He retired in 1968 after

28 years of active duty

during which he logged
8,000 hours total
time in 26 different

law, Eleanor Ferguson of
Sacramento, Calik;sen, Lt.
Col. Robert Harcrow (Ret.)

- of Phoenix, Ariz.; daughters,

Patricia Harcrow-Orr (Joe
Orr) of Mary Esther, Fla,,
and Nancy Mann (John, Col
Ret) of Colorado Springs,
Colo.; four grandchildren,
Stacy Harcrow of California,
Lt. Cmdr. Krista Mann

of Virginia, Capt. John
Michael Mann of Germany
and Casey Mann of
Georgia; and niece, Lynette
Baugh (Jarod) of Texas;
and numerous members of
Lynette's family.

The family will receive
friends, Monday, Feb. 18,
2013, from 5 to 7 pam. at
MeLaughlin Mortuary.
Funeral Services will be
held at the First Baptist
Church of Fort Walton
Beach on Tuesday, Feb. 19,
2013, at 11 am. with Dr.
Howard Gates officiating.
Following the Service,
burial will be at Beal
Memorial Cemetery with
Full Military Honors.

Special appreciation to
Home In Stead Senior Care,
Sharon Hawkins, a VA
Care Giver, Medical Staff
providers, both civilian and
military who have served
the family so well.
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He flew 56 combat
missions in the B-17 and
logged 325 combat hours
over Rabaul Harbor,
during the Battle of the
Bismarck Sea, to name
afew. He was awarded
three Distinguished Flying
Crosses and four Air
Medals during this tour.

At the end of his tour,
he returned to the States
and checked out in the
B-29 and instrueted in that
aircraft. At the end of the
Pacific War;, he was sent
to Japan as part of the
military occupation and
governing command. He . .
later returned for a second
tour.

He returned to Kelly Air
Force Base in Texas. While
there, he was awarded
the Soldier’s Medal for
rescuing someone from an
aircraft that had crashed
on takeoff. He had been at
Base Ops when the crash
occurred, and got to the site
before the Fire Department
did, pulling the man to
safety. He was credited with
saving the man’s life.

~Later he was sent to
Hill Air Force Base, where
he was a C-124 Squadron
Commander (logged about
2,500 hours in the C-124
there), then on to Robins
Air Force Base, Ga., in

The family will receive * -
friends, Monday, Feb. 18,
2013, from 5 to 7 p.m. at
McLaughlin Mortuary.
Funeral Services will be
held at the First Baptist
Church of Fort Walton
Beach on Tuesday, Feb. 19,
2013, at 11 am. with Dr.
Howard Gates officiating.
Following the Service,
burial will be at Beal
Memorial Cemetery with
Full Military Honors.

Special appreciation to
Home In Stead Senior Care,
Sharon Hawkins, a VA
Care Giver, Medical Staff
providers, both civilian and
military who have served
the family so well.

Flowers are acceptable
and will be received at
McLaughlin Mortuary or
for those who so desire,
Memorial Contributions
can be made to the First
Baptist Church of Fort
Walton Beach in memory
of James Harcrow, a
donation to the Veterans
Organization of your choice
or to a community office
such as the Fort Walton
Beach Police Department,
Sheriff’s Department, or
Fire Department.

Expressions of
sympathy may be viewed or
submitted online at www.
McLaughlinMortuary.com.
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Mario Barsotti

4 Judge Mario Henry Barsotti
1/1/1924 to 9/6/2013

! Mario was born on new years day 1924 in a farmhouse on the San Francisco/San Mateo
county border. The doctor came to deliver him in a Model T Ford at the farmhouse. He had
an older sister named Wanda and his mother's name was Bruna.

® His family moved to the mission district in San Francisco while his father was seeking work.
His father, Quinto Barsotti, was a machinist and blacksmith at Del Monte Foods for a while.
Later, as he prospered, he moved the family to a house in the marina district on Chestnut
Street, across the street from Funston Playground, where Mario grew up playing tennis,
football, and basketball.

Mario went to school at St Vincent De Paul grammar school for 8 years. It was only about 8
blocks away from his home so he usually rode his bicycle to school. After graduating in
o 1937 from grammar school he attended St Ignatius high school for 4 years. It was an all
male school then. He received a great education from the Jesuit faculty and when he
graduated he had the highest kind of diploma you could have, an honorary classical
diploma, which includes 4 years of Latin and 2 years of Greek. In his freshman year at USF he enlisted in the Army Air Corps.

He ended up in the Army Air Corps as a pilot trainee. He flew 3 different kinds of planes and was so exuberant that he buzzed the
airfield 2 days in a row. The commanding officer.issued an order, "no more buzzing by anyone". Two days later he buzzed again,
not knowing the CO had ordered no buzzing two days before. This happened while a visiting general and congressman were
watching a review. The CO wanted to court marshal him but a captain intervened and instead he was sent to South Dakota. Mario
was no longer an air corps cadet, they broke him down to a private and he was in South Dakota in the wintertime, it was freezing.
He finished his radio school training there and ended up in California after freezing all winter. They wanted him to be a radio
instructor but he refused. He volunteered for combat duty.

In California he was trained in a B-17. Later he was assigned to a flight crew on a B-24 bomber with 9 other guys. The pilot Ken
Brown, became a good friend, whao's wife Rosemary is still alive. He corresponded w/ her recently. As far as we know most of the
crew members are now deceased. He had a couple of reunions w/ the co-pilot, Bill Curran, while they were both still alive.

One of the last combat missions he had was over Japan, where they were flying from a base in Okinawa called le Shima. On that
day, Aug 9 1945, they were flying over southern Kyushu, their target was Kumamoto. Following their mission they turned south
towards home base, however they were over southeastern Kyushu and had to fly west in order to avoid big storm clouds. As they
flew west they saw a flash of light. They had heard of the atomic bomb a few days before by rumor and they thought this could be
a second one. Mario had a small box camera and he took a picture of the mushroom cloud as they passed by. They were probably
15-20 miles away, like from Oakland to the Golden Gate Bridge. How they were not affected was beyond him. The B-29's that
dropped the bombs were at 30,000 feet. They were coming from the southeast and Mario's crew were coming from the south and
intended to go back but they were flying west. Flying west took them over part of Kyushu Island just south of Nagasaki where the
bomb went off. He doesn't think the bombers knew they were there flying below them at 12,000 feet, and Mario's crew didn't know
they were above them at 30,000 feet. Their mission was a secret miion, unknown to anyone in that part of the air corp. The
squadron they were in almost caught the explosion. They felt it and saw it but it didn't effect their plane. They kept going west and
later south to get home.

Later Mario found out from a book written by the co-pilot of the B-2 that dropped the bomb that they were running low on gas and
landed on Mario's home base island of le Shima, to refuel on their way home. He also said that Nagasaki was the secondary
target, the city in the northern part of Kyushu, Kokura, was the primary target. The bomb couldn't be dropped by radar unless the
primary target could be seen by the B-29. Since Kokura could not be bombed because of visibility problems, the crews flew further
south towards Nagasaki, almost intersecting Mario's flight path at different altitudes. Because of the smoke from other raids the
unfortunate people of Nagasaki ended up the target. Our bombardier Al Feldbin had all the official photo records so he gave Mario
his photo of the bomb and he had it copyrighted.

When the war ended they flew home from the Philippines to California in their B-24 and were discharged. A very short time after
arriving home, attending parties and social functions, he met the love of his life, Florence Heffernan, the lady he married in his
early 20's. They had a wonderful marriage that gave them five sons, Peter, Stephen, David, Bob & Mark. Mario worked for his
family business in Oakland and after 5 years he attended UC Hastings Law School in San Francisco. After law school he worked
in the Alameda County district attorneys office for Frank Coakley. After a number of years he went into private practice. Then he
got a call from Gov Ronald Reagan who appointed him to the Alameda County bench. He was a judge for some time and over the
years he was assigned by 4 different chief justices, Traynor, Wright, Bird, & Lucas, to work in other counties to assist those
counties with their work. When he retired he worked on judicial assignment around the state for a time and he stayed living in the
SF Bay Area.

Mario expressed great joy in sharing the time he's had together with Bev Goggio in the last years of his life.
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Fred C. Cooke

1. Dec. 3, 1915 - Aug. 23 2013

Lt. Col. Fred C. Cooke, U.S. Air Force (Ret.), long time Fort Walton Beach pioneer and REALTOR Emeritus,
passed to his next life with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Fred was born in Winchester, Tenn., Dec. 3, 1915. He
always said "He was a simple fried chicken lovin’ Tennessee hillbilly" but Fred's long life was certainly not simple.
The first of his family to finish college, he graduated with a (pre-med) BA degree from Lincoln Memorial
University, Harrogate, Tenn., in 1939. He was inducted into Alumni Athletic Hall of Fame for track in 1987, and also
inducted into the LMU Professional Hall of Fame in 2003. With no funds for medical school, the lure of flying took
him to the U.S. Navy Aviation School, Pensacola, Fla.

Budgetary and flying deficiency ended his navy flying career. Three days after the attack on Pearl Harbor Fred
was back as an Army Air Corps Aerial navigation cadet and was commissioned second lieutenant in the Army Air
Corps. Fred's first combat mission was the Battle of Midway in June 1942, flying as a combat navigator in a B-17E.
Flying out of Mareeba in northern Australia, Fred flew 43 combat missions earning the Air Medal with Oak Leaf
Cluster and the Distinguished Flying Cross. While stationed in Australia, Fred met and married the love of his life,
an Aussie beauty queen, Pamela Burr, their love flourished for 60 years. They were married in 1942 in St. Johns
Anglican church in Rockdale, Sydney.

After the war he remained in the Reserves and settled in Pensacola where he opened his own used car dealership,
until being recalled in 1951 during the Korean War. He was assigned as a senior navigator to Eglin Air Force Base
Testing and Development projects; he did a first study from the air of Gulf Stream current velocities by Doppler
radar in 1952. Fred returned to civilian life in 1953 and entered into a career in real estate in his new home town of
Fort Walton Beach. Fred's real estate career was filled with too many awards and accolades to list. He was the
local Board of REALTORS President three terms, 1959 to 60,65, State Board Director, District V. P.; President
Diamond Pin Club, 1988, and on the National Board of Directors four years. He was a Real Estate Counselor and
Exchangor, and member of the Military Affairs Council. He was president of the Civilian International Club and
served as Chairman of the state of Florida Waterways and Reefs Commission for the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce, Award of Excellence. He was founder of the Emerald Coast Sailing Association;
Commander, Fort Walton Beach Power Squadron; Commodore, Fort Walton Beach Yacht Club and a founding
figure and life-long member of the Krewe of Bowlegs. Fred was a member of St. Simon's Episcopal Church and
served on their Vestry.

Fred and Pamela made numerous trips to Australia over the years and Fred had significant involvement in the
establishment of a monument at the Mareeba airport around 1987-88 in honor of the American and Australian
airmen that flew from there in WWII which had a decisive part in keeping Australia free from invasion.

He is preceded in death by his wife, Pamela B. Cooke; son, Gary D. Cooke; granddaughter, Stacey L. Cooke; and
grandson, Nicholas C. Cooke.

Fred leaves behind sons, David C. Cooke and Alexander C. Cooke; daughter, Pam Scheel (Matt); and 16
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

A celebration of Fred's life with military honors will be held at St. Simon's Episcopal Church, 28 Miracle Strip Pkwy
SE, Fort Walton Beach, Fla., at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2013. A reception will follow. Interment will be at Jesse
Rogers Memorial Cemetery, Mary Esther, following the reception.
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Lt. Col Roger E. Vargas passed away on 25 July
2013 at the VA Hospital, Loma Linda, CA. He was
born 17 March 1916 in Morenci, AZ, a small town
near one of the world’s largest copper mines, where
his father, Pascual, was a union activist. Roger was
one of 10 children and grew up during the Great
Depression. He graduated from Morenci schools in
1935 and Arizona State College, Flagstaff in 1939
with majors in accounting and business. Roger
enlisted as a Flying Cadet in July 1940 and received
navigator training at Miami U, FL. His first duty
assignment was with the 7" Recon. Sqdn., in
Panama where he was commissioned as a 2™ Lt.
with the U. S. Army Air Corp in July 1941. After
the outbreak of WW II, he was reassigned to the SW
Pacific in June 1942 as a member of a cadre of 12 B-
17 crews and aircraft to form the 63 BS, 43 BG in
Australia. The Japanese had defeated allied forces
at Raubal and were increasing their presence near
Milne Bay, PNG in preparation for an invasion of Port
Moresby to control the entire island of New Guinea.
By August 1942 the Japanese controlled all the
islands and oceans north of New Guinea. Lt. Vargas’s
crew’s mission was to stop the invasion of New
Guinea and Australia. Roger flew 45 combat missions
as a navigator aboard a B-17 with the 439 BG. He
was part of a group that developed the technique of
skip bombing. He flew on the first skip bombing raid
in American history on the night of October 22-23,
1942 when the 63" BS/43 BG attacked Japanese
ships near Rabaul, New Britain. The port of Rabaul
was important strategically because of its close
proximity to the Japanese territory of the Caroline
Islands, site of a major Imperial Japanese Navy base

Flying at sea level and at night, missions were
dangerous and fatalities high. On his last mission
in April 1943 the crew sank 2 cargo ships and left a
destroyer listing. Capt. Vargas was critically
wounded and spent the rest of the war recovering.
For his heroism and bravery, he was awarded a
Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, Purple
Heart, Presidential Unit Citation, AF Commendation
medal and numerous other campaign and theater
medals. Roger retired Oct 1961 at 15" AF HQ,
March AFB, CA as a Lt. Col., Chief of War Plans
after 22 years of military service. Following his Air
Force retirement he was employed by Civil Service
at Norton AFB, CA and served his country 14 more
years with the SR-71 Reconnaissance Program.
Roger was a longtime resident of Riverside (55 yr)
and raised four children, Roger, Terry, Brian, and
Gina. He is reunited with his daughter Gina and
dearly beloved wife Olga who preceded him in
death last September.

Capt. Roger E. Vargas, met Olga at a
Christmas party in December 1942 in Sydney,
Australia and they were married for 68 yr.
Roger is survived by his brother, Gustavo
(Mexico City), 2 sisters, Ester (Mexico City)
and Fabiola (Manhattan Beach, CA); 3-sons,
Roger (Kamuela, HI), Terry (San Diego, CA)
and Brian (Seoul, Korea); 6 grandchildren,
Vanessa, Tara, Terry Christopher, Noelani,
Kela and Yoideth; 3 daughters-in-law,
Kathlyn, Michele, and Elvira; and 1 great
granddaughter, Madalyn. Roger was a good
father, a man of exceptional integrity and with
very strong convictions. He was
representative of the WWII generation that
made the US what it is today. We invite you
to honor and pay your respects to one of a
dwindling number of WW Il veterans. Fr.
Louis Abdoo of St. Francis de Sales Catholic
Church will preside at graveside services on
Monday, August 5, 2013 at 11:00 am at the
Riverside National Cemetery, 22495 Van
Buren Bivd, Riverside, CA Staging Area 5.
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Robert (Bob) E. Ostrander
Burial: Beaufort National Cemetery with arrangements
handled by Copeland Funeral Home. Pursuant to Bob’s wishes,
there wiil be no formal service. Online condolences: www.
copelandfuneralservice.com

BEAUFORT, S.C.—Rob-~-
ert (Bob) E. Ostrander (95),
beloved son, brother, uncle,
friend, and long-time
resident of Coosaw Island
in Beaufort, SC, died peace-
fully at Beaufort Memorial
Hospital on Dec. 3, 2013.

Copeland Funeral Ser-
vice is assisting the family
with arrangements.

Bob, the eldest of five
children, was born in Mus-
catine, Iowa on June 29th,
1918. Bob was a voracious

" reader throughout his life,

an active member of the
Audubon Society, an avid
bird watcher with a keen
interest in Ornithology and
lover of Opera. =

In April, 1941, Bob was
asked to serve his country
in WWII with the US Army
where he trained as a BAR
(Browning Automatic

- Rifle) operator. Later, he

volunteered for the Army
Air Corp’s Officer Training
brogram and was assigned
to the 64th Bomb Squadron
of the 43 Bomb Group of
the 5th Air Force. While in
New Guinea, Bob flew 56
combat missions as a Navi-
gator/Gunner on B-17s and.
B-24s and attained the rank
of Captain and Squadron
Navigation Officer. Dur-
ing his service, Bob was
awarded the Silver Star,
Purple Heart, Distinguished
Flying Cross and Air Medal.
Bob returned to the US
where he took an active role
in training combat crews for
B-17 and B29 bombers. He
was honorably discharged

 from active duty in 1945.

Thoungh aceepted into
M.I.T., after the war Bob
elected to complete his
education at the University
of Towa so as to encourage
his younger brother, Rich-
ard to attend with him. Bob
received the Lowden Award
as the outstanding senior
geology major going on to
earn his MS in Geology in
1950. Upon graduation, Bob
began work at Magnolia
Petroleum Company, a
predecessor of Mobil Qil,

| as a geologist in Wichita

Falls, Texas. Bob worked
internationally and domes-
tically and became highly
respected in his profession
having held a variety of
positions — District Geolo-.
gist, Production Geologist
Section Chief, Division
Geologist, Division Explo-
ration Manager, General
Manager of Acquisitions
and New Ventures, to his
final position before retire-
ment in 1977 as Vice Presi-
dent of Mobil Exploration
Mediterranean Inc.

Bob traveled extensively
in retirement pursuing
his love of bird watching.
Throughout Bob’s life, fam-
ily was very important to
him and in 1985 Bob and his
brothers reunited on Coo- :
saw Island where they built
their retirement homes
along the Coosaw River.
Bob was host to countless
family gatherings includ -
ing watching his belaved
Iowa Hawkeyes during their
football and basketball
seasomns with his brothers;
Bob ensured every visi-
tor, whether young or old,
near or far felt welcomed.
Bob spent a considerable
amount of titme with fam-
ily members researching
and documenting family
ancestry for the enjoyment
of present and future gen-
erations.

Bob was highly respected,
and deeply loved by his
immediate and extended
families, and will be truly
missed. ;

Bob is preceded in death
by his parents, Delmar and
Grace Ostrander; sister,
Geraldine Barry (Harrison);
brother, 8. James (Marjean):
and sister-in-law, Nina
Ostrander.

He is survived by his two
brothers, Richard, and Wil-
liam; three nephews, Craig
(Katie), Richard (Karen) and
Robert (Lisa) Ostrander;
four nieces Diane (Steve)
Bond, Karen (Len) Johnson,
Susan (Steve) Bates, and
Pamnela Barry, along with
numerous grand nephews
and nieces.
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